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SOMEWHERE IN CHIMA {wy think) -

The mere fact thei you're able o e this
meredibile story & something of & moder
day marvel. This missive describes my

first  encomnter with the legendary
advemiurer JOHNNY THUNDER,
WORLE MAGAZINE had me flown Lo
a Himslpyan village o interview a (ribal
chiel, It was here thas | met THUNDER
down wnder, and ik

ihe man  from

compuitian, famed
EILROY

He invited me alosg in ibeir quest o
MARCO POLG

IEWEL R esenich ng s e el it bex e

mrchaenlsgear TR

fimal e NEYSEEF Idwms
clear o this reporter that mamy poople
wiere afraid 1o even speak fis meme.
This didn't stop the likes o THUXIIER,
a man whese braovado, | believed, wosld
gt the best of him. Liole did T know thar his i Mapging
bravery wilsld achually save es on more than ong secasion
Lhir first logation THUNDER referred to as a "¥eti
Hideout,® Fallowing o lead DR, KILROY belleved  would
uring & 0 a shrine ke hid the MARCD POLO JEWIL, our
searchimg proved Fruitlese. Unless of course, Wil g
mocimg & horrific seven feol Yen face wo face
Ihis situntion alse beought wiih ai my first rescue By
FHUNDER. He b5 miot o crixy wibd man me reporied, Bul rather
an explorer who geis s kicks from beimg v siluations of
discovery and adveifure.
Dhur seurch sintinued, o5 we next found varselves ima hot

air balloom, the Aero Nomod. Owifined with « propeller thil

GAZINE ENGLUSIVE!
b REED'S MOST PERILODS ADVENTURE)

PHOTOGAAPH by PIPPEN REED

albaws for complete maneavernbility whils fying, | wad able
Liv capriare nuany breal I.||-|n-__l ph|'\-||n.

It was in this aevial phemomenon thar KILROY sl
FTHUNDER mformod me of the true neiene of oar mdventare.
Exchusive 10 this magaame, we aré the frst o PPt Unis
LORD 8AM SINISTER
This mysterious individual s & collecior of e workd's
LR

i
raresl peges of &l oand jewels and matiralls
AINISTER is alse afier the MARCO PMOLG JEWELI
Wi next landed in India, trekking o wiy throegh ihe
OUmINEGE o 0 mogs|Tsoont sight the locals refies 16 as the
Scorpion Paloce, Searching the paloce, | uneovered il grisky
Fict about LORD SIKISTER. feontinued A3

& Calibre Digilal Piciunes
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fram Al While taking pholos, |

LD SIMISTEERE wns shampemni U

LW snmEthing gl

If the shpidows

hand.— i rezlity. a menacing hook. | maceged to scoretly

i shtl ol THU MI¥ER S memessia just belare e eluded ws

Triuiling S5INISTER umd his henckosen deep inia the

eelbeTing |.||:g||.. they gave us the glip, When all seemed lost

W srimblgd acsosd | crumbling ancient fomby, This dimp nod

pold fomnb’s passagownys cul decp bencath i

o e m Rongd., THUMEBER |ed the wa

Inrkness

lrampling ever downwand, through mystic meges and

tnrmished tuaneds frnoeht with BIEET, We Arraved gt hé gngl of

s long parrow corridor, festouned with fonlestic o, ond

mMOmEIRGE  slulues: Thede, In 4 small antechambser, we

lacovered the MARCO MGL TEWEL! Readers, this seg

le]l yaoild that these gyes Dave pever viewed o

henatifal artilEcl bul soinsi®mg didn scem right

mondered THUSDER
b LOKD SINISTEHR

while enterprise seems far too eosy!
L ibushed! 'We were kel caplive

ribibedd his viclory in THUNDERS face. The last thing 1

remember sceing wuk the ghing ol the MARKLCC POLEY jewe

Iz, hlackness
sp,

CHAMNG WU,

We nwoke grogoily io find porizlves on an =normon

COLTIE |} wessgl bBlonged 14

clacavETing 15
aperor ol the city of Xi'an. LORD SINISTER s employer

fler @ BErowWengE Slam-tisesd voveie. we goeked e

temse Top. We were thes ioken i
Wil can anly be degcribed ne oo
g

J wiil

heawily ZuAreed walled

fispire=s, et Psg ] g1l

o iy Dol

Fedeeds, 15 Whers LhE skry Lames

1 an nbrupt conclusion Yoo see,

glary. Al this pomt, T an

wEILIRE 1B lnab, deep wilhim e
mpddly canfines of what is colled
Vragun Fradicss

wiisre are

cutlandizh focis

comuenz forih. CHUMG WP plan
o nmlock samething that sleeps

A
FWIPEHOE

Eeneath the foriness WIS

GHAPH by FIPFEN REED

Ehiese |asl few wodeds

WL B onserung e jewel mbo whael booss lke 8 phsce Holles,

teathy diegipmed 10 houss the jevwe]

D'l iy 0 woir Tocd®™ JOVHMNNY sereamed

o what yau ase unlesshing!” As we all wa

w laimed e the wilhitin '8 Boudifs ni

W
meihimg is

ITS AN EARTHOLWAKE!T? The walls, [Toors a

thal surronmd us are shaking violemtly. Whal has appearcd

PBelore U can iy Be descrhed o 6 mansier, A mase o lghi

and witkll @rupd Trom the tomb, and with e enribguake

shnking everyihing in mghl, chunks and pecces of ihe walls

have swirled fog "ereiile™ this mdsslve Bedsl. 1 His
become crysial clear to this reparter why they call this heinpus
laar e EYLACHIN PORTHEESS

Runmineg wiih

mey Irusty onmerd

caders, | manaes 10 Iraime 1y
Bexst. With maore ciurge than o

sirisd, JOPHMEY THUNDER s lsad-

Ing tonyard the hidsnies hehemioth]

| with fhe Inst wornds |

PHUNEER say ugpon
CRIEEY!™
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Be sure to grab he next issus of WORLD MAGAZINE to

r

find ouif whai happanad to Johnmy Themder, D -C:'Ir-':':,-

and ihiz magazine's star investigator, Pippen Aaad




Johony Thunder
E
The Orient Expedition

(Baged on the LEGOD geriea)
Written by Nelson Marques Costa

EXT. MONGOLIAN DESERT - SURSET
Close up on a single Lego block half imbedded in the dirk,
the far distance the dim outline of mountains can be seen.

A beat pagses.

The camera eBwings around to reveal a trail of Lego blocke strewn
along a trail of tire tracks stretching into the distance. B
amall dust cloud can be seen.

Insert Title Card: "If imagination hag a name it must be_"

A man with a hat is driving a Lego jeep at a break-neck gpeed,
gstruggling to keap pontrol. He is fleeing Lord Sam Sinister. We
meet Johnny Thunder at the tail end of another adventure. Johony
hag the dragon’'s eye, an ancient jewal. He has been in competi-
tion with Lord Sinister over the jewel for Bix months.. ah, but
that is another BLory.

wWhile driving Johnny looka at a map {the Johnny Thunder packag-
ing icon realized in iD) . He tosses the map away. Om Ehe dash-
board, a picture of his girlfriend, Pippin Reed flutters im the
high winds. It catches his eye. He regards it for a moment,
thinking, "Too bad Pipin is miseing this adventure". With steely

determination, he reaches down and rips up & piece of the dash-
board. Leaning forward, he jams it on the accelerator.

The jeep jumps forward with a burst of speed.
Johnny jumps to the back cab of the jeep, and starts to Tip up

the side paneling, slamming it down extending perpendicular from
the jeep. He rips up a smaller piece and snaps 1t into place.

Johnny is completely unconcerned that he is furiously racing
towards the edge of a cliff. Johnny makes his way to the front
grill of the careening wehicle, and is desperately holding onto
the makeshift Propeller, barely maintaining his grip!! The Jeep
is being drawn to the edge of the cliff like an iron filing to a
magnelk .




Through buffeting winds, and st rength of will, he slams the propeller
into place. It goee over the edge, and dips intc space, dropping, drop-
ping, dropplng.

All we can do is bold our breach and wait.

At the last second the plane scars to salerCyl He has effectively trans
formed the jeep inte a plane and our hero cheats peril once againlll

The jeep / plane swoops by the camera and is used as a wipe Cto...
Insert Title Card: "Johnny Thunder®
EXT. SEY OVER MONGOLIAN DESERT - CONTIHOOUS

Johnay Thunder, now piloting the plane, finally has time to relax. He
gmiles to himsell as he marvels at tha jowal's beaulry.

JOHHNY

{adjusting his hat]

ah, Good on ya Johnoy, ain't she a bute?

h beat papaas.

From behind Johnny at the back of Eha ]uep a heok slams down and embods
ttgelf into the plastic. Lord Slnister aipes himself upl

The beautiful emerald jewsl reflects 1D Lnru ginigter's monocle.

CUT TOd

Imgart Title Card: "Johnny Thunder and the Orient Expeditiom®

pulling out we sae Che title has a serpent wrapped around 1t. It'e eyes
ig the game jewel.

JOHNNY (V.0.]

Crickeyl

The title then fades to black, leaving the glowing Eye of che Dragom,
which then. - .

FADE OUT.

THE EHD

Revision

January B8, 200&
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‘ﬂ lead creative director' =
preliminary oncept marker
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Johnny Thundap
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v CHARACTER DES'SH
To kesp the same printed look as the tav, we decided to take a traditional
“n animation approach. Bach expression and mouth shape were drawn by hand
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CHARACTER DESIGN |
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sample expressions rendered on Johnny Thunder head model,
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3D rendered images of jhony,
thunder ‘s jeep model, ﬁ
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| Hgitally painted image |

| of Pippen' s photograph |
that sits on Johnny' & 1)
dashboard in his jeep. |||

& Calibre Digial Piciures



L '.l,
rhis image of Johnny' s shadow was '~ -
the jumping off point for the entire
project, I wanted to oee it realized
in 30, I think it would make for &
groft opening for every Johnny
Thunder movie, :

<\ |

| p: .
.__‘I____ =l _|7t j
storvboard .

Actuel Tinel rendered image from the Tilm,
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Freliminary draving of the cliff
Johnny Thunder ramps off,




]
2 e L

B Lol Evie Pﬁ ]



= om

i 8 - “ | L e
BACKGROUND PAINTINGS F
Since the storv harkens back to an nlq pulp styvle, I fnltit.ha animation
should be rooted in an older animation stvle; the WArnmer Brothers landscape,

e N

-l_l.

| made & conoious desicion to not make
the backgrounds .5, The backgrounds
are designed with & painterly tech-
nigque, Thiz not only pop' 3 the charac-
tarsout, but Blso creates & new, Stvle
that inclodes all the depth of 3 dimen-
gions, This enebles the beckground
paintings to evoke 8 simpler vet hig-
torical feal to the Tilm, Each elenent
stAnds out complimenting each other,
merging two into one,

aed creative directer' s concept painting,

vater oolour painting of colour palletis,
{by Allan walker, Matte Paintar)

Contept aliff painting sample,
(bvy Allan walker, Mathbe Painter)
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Thess 5tills are examples of
the individual images lavered
on top of esach other beforas
Fl-lﬂ-ﬂui'l:r'!'lt in tha %D environment,

Bach rock is individualy peinted
end placed in the 3D environment,
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